
by Joe Leonetti & Tommy Kortman

Hello folks. Well here it is; my final column as 
the Contest Chairman. It has been an interest-
ing ride to say the least. In my final column we 
are congratulating Joe Leonetti on not only 

his November theme winning models, but also his winning 
the 2014 Montlhy Theme Contest Series Championship. 
Congratulations Joe, and all of the modelers who won this 
year. 

Here’s a quick rundown of the final top five modelers 
in this year’s Series: 1st: Joe Leonetti with 27 points, Second: 
A three (3) way tie between the 2012 Champ, Paul Tomczak, 
the 2011 Champ, Paul Kopczynski, and incoming VP, Tom 
Gill. All with 20 points, and fifth place with 17 points was 
2013 Champ, and new contest chairman, Mike Turco. 

Now, without further bloviating, here is Joe Leonetti 
to tell you about his winning models.

Teammates by Joe Leonetti
My favorite monthly contest has always been the two-
model build.  I tend to get 
my inspiration in building 
from themes like this. 
At times, for whatever 
reason I prefer building 
models in pairs, either 
teammates or rivalries.

My first thought was 
to build a P-47, P-51 teammate pair, but I showed my P-47 
fastback in 1/32 scale in the IT AINT EASY BEIN GREEN 
category earlier in the year. Shortly after, I came across the 
Revell Bristol Beaufighter MkI in 1/32 scale with at a bargain 
price and I had always wanted to build this airplane. The first 
step was the engine assembly and after I rattle can painted it 
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This will be my last column 
as the DVSM President. I will 

not be attending our club Christmas 
Party. My wife and I will be taking a 
trip that weekend. I will still be around 
to help the club with anything I can 
do. The last few years have flown by. 
There were good times and bad times. 
I am missing my birthday buddy Vince 
B. and our Birthday Party during the 
Christmas party.  I have enjoyed my 
time as your President, but it is now 
time for me to move on and turn the 
reigns over to new leadership.
i am retired now, hopefully I will 

be building more models and be doing 
things that are on my bucket list. The 
only problem with being retired there 
is not enough time in the day to do 
everything I want to do. I am a spur 
of the moment kind of person. If I 
wake up and it is a beautiful day and 
something pops into my mind that I 
can do, I am off to the races.
 The club has been growing the 

last couple of years, which I am glad 
to see. I especially like the December 
Christmas Party. I will be missing 
it this year to do something so I can 
cross it off on my bucket list.
The Monthly contest we have 

started is a success from looking at 
the amount of models on the monthly 
contest table and listening to our 
members who are saying that they 
like it.
 i would like to thank the 

following members for their help the 
last few years. V.P. Tommy Kortman, 
Treasurer Joe Vattilana, and John 
Goschke,  
i would like to congratulate 

Paul Tomczak, Tom Gill, Mike Turco 
and Joe Vattilana on being elected 
to the club positions. If there is 
anything I can help you with call or 
email me.

Now let’s get one final word 
from our outgoing VP, Tommy 
Kortman and then we’ll turn it over to 
our new president, Paul Tomczak. So 
TTFN. UB

Here’s Tommy!
Thank you so much, Uncle 

Bobby. Not just for the wonderful 
intro, but for the honor of serving as 
your VP for the past 7 years. (Yes, 
I figured it out.) While the other 
officers on the club are elected, 
the office of VP is selected by the 
president. I am truly proud and 
humbled that you chose me way back 
at the end of 2007 to be your partner 
in crime…Uh, I mean your VP.
  i hope we did a good job in 

the ensuing years. I like to think we 
did. You brought a fractured club 
back together, and actually built 
membership during your reign. I am 
glad to have been a part of that. 
i am extremely proud of the 

Monthly Theme Contest series that 
Uncle Bobby, Mike Napoleon, and 
I created. our goal originally was 
to simply increase the number of 
models on the display tables during 
each meeting, and to have some fun. 
I think we can safely say “Mission 
Accomplished.”
While we’re on the subject of 

the Theme Contest, make sure you 
check out this month’s Winner’s Circle 
column. You will read about a pair of 
wonderful models from last month’s 
theme winner, Joe Leonetti. oh, and 
did I forget to mention that Joe is also 
the 2014 Monthly Theme Contest Series 
Champion!! Congratulations Joe!
Well, that’s it for me. (ooh, I just 

realized that I won’t have to deal with 
that slave driving Editor anymore…
or at least for a little while.)

Now without further ado, We’d 
like to present you new DVSM Club 
President: Paul Tomczak. Paul, it’s all 
yours. Good Luck! 

Here’s paul!
Thanks guys…I appreciate 

the vote of confidence! Bob & 
Tommy have been so successful 
growing our club and uniting the 
membership I have some big shoes 
to fill. They have both made our 
meetings fun and our monthly theme 
contest has consistently seen 15+ 
models on the table every month. I 
know when I joined the club 4 years 
ago they made me feel welcome from 
the moment I walked into the door. I 
want to thank them for all their hard 
work over the years and give them 
a well-deserved retirement. I hear 
Uncle Bobby will actually have time 
to finish a model now (maybe)!
So after an elaborate ceremony 

which consisted of handing over the 
building keys and the sage words 
“here you go…”, I guess that means 
I’m the prez now. A little bit about 
me. I live in Downingtown, PA with 
my wife and three kids – none of 
them model builders, but I am still 
hoping. I am a fast builder and build 
30+ models a year, mainly armor 
and aircraft. however, I have been 
known to build something different 
to mix things up. My father got me 
into modeling when I was young 
and I have been bitten by the bug 
ever since (except for the usual time 
off during college and starting a 
family). Thanks Dad for letting me 
use your airbrush at a young age 
even though I may have dropped it a 
couple of times…
i am looking forward to 

continuing to build our club and 
checking out the theme builds each 

  Presidents’ Corner by Outgoing President Bob Doebley, VP/ 

    Contest Chair Tommy Kortman & 2015 President Paul Tomczak & 2015 VP Tom Gill

Farewell Fellow Styrene Junkies!
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 Jan.  Feb.  Mar. April  May July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. Totals
Leonetti, Joe  4 4 1 1  2  5 10 27
Kopczynski, Paul  2 3 4   5 4 2  20
Gill, Tom  5 3 2 1  2 1  6 20
Tomczak, Paul  3 3  1   3 2 8 20
Turco, Mike  1 2 1 3  3 1 2 4 17
Volz, Joe   3 5    2 3 2 15
Goschke, John   5  5  3 1   14
hogg, Greg  1 3  1  4 1 1 2 13
Anderson, Dave  2  3 2   2  4 13
Rakos, Rod  3 4  1   1 1  10
Lockard, Charlie   2     5 2  9
Rifkin, howard    1 1   1 4 2 9
Sandone, Nick  1 2  4   1   8
Kortman, Tommy   4  3    1  8
McGrogan, Dan          6 6
Isnardi, Ed          6 6
Tiewski, Frank  1 2 1 1      5
Senner, Don     1   2  2 5
Pritchett, Matt   4        4
haas, Butch  1   1  2    4
Vattilana, Joe   3     1   4
Jones, Keith     1  1    2
Scheidemantle, Dennis  1         1
Cicconi, Bob        1   1
Monthly points are awarded as such: Each person who enters a model into the theme receives 1 pt. 1st place = 4+1, 2nd = 3+1, 3rd = 2+1

2014 Theme Contest point Standings to Date

month. We intend to keep our theme 
contest in place for next year and I 
will let our new contest chairman 
Mike Turco talk about that in a little 
bit. (See sidebar, page 6)
i did get to MarauderCon this 

year for the first time and thought it 
was a very well-run show. There was 
a ton of vendors in two rooms and 
some great deals on models. I got a 
couple of kits I have been looking for 
on eBay with no shipping charges! 
The Raffle was also nicely run with 
some great kits of all types. As far 
as my wife knows, I, umm, “won” all 
the kits I brought home in the raffle.  
I went with several DVSM members 
as well as some local modelers from 
Downingtown. Together we cleaned 
up walking away with over 20 awards 
between us. We had to borrow a hand 
truck to get all of our awards out to 
the car and it was a clear showing of 
how talented our club members are. 
Congrats to all the winners! 
Don’t forget December is the 

club’s Favorite Five contest. Bring 
in up to 3 models and all the club 
members and families can vote for 

the “5 models they would most like 
to take home”. Yup I did say families 
as everyone is invited to our annual 
Christmas party. Bring your favorite 
food and your family members, we 
would love to see you there. 
i asked Tom gill to step into the 

VP role. he is local and will be able 
to get to the building if I am ever 
late to our meetings. I’ll let Tom 
introduce himself: 

...and Here’s 
Tommy! 
gill, That is!
My name is Tom gill, I’m 

married five years to my wife, 
Michelle and I have been modeling 
since I was a young kid and my mom 
signed me up for Revel/Monogram’s 
Model of the Month Club when I was 
six. I used to get a kit a month in the 
mail, I remember a Malibu police car 
and the space shuttle, since then I’ve 
been hooked. I took a long absence 
from the hobby for schooling and 
military service. I served in the 

USMC and am retired from the 
fire department as a firefighter/
paramedic after 18 years due to 
an on-the-job injury. That is when 
I really came back to the hobby. I 
needed something to occupy my 
mind while recovering and modeling 
really filled the void. I mainly build 
NASCAR cars with aftermarket 
decals but have branched into a lot 
of armor recently. Still struggling 
to learn weathering, lol! I joined 
DVSM a little over a year ago, I was 
looking for something on the net 
and stumbled across the club’s site. I 
honestly never in my life met anyone 
else that built, so I was excited to 
come and meet others that enjoyed 
the hobby as much as I did. I look 
forward to continuing to get to know 
everyone and serving the club in any 
way possible.
So as we move past Turkey Day 

and get ready for the holidays, 
I hope Santa puts lots of models 
under your tree! I would like to wish 
everyone and their family a Merry 
Christmas and a happy New Year.
Happy modelling! n 



and applied a dark brown wash 
to it the result was really good 
and I just became more moti-
vated with each step. 

The cockpit is fairly plain, 
without much detail, but I knew I was displaying it closed 
so it didn’t matter much, except for the kit’s pilot seat. Ugh, 
that had to go! It looked like some sort of overstuffed high-
back executive’s leather office chair. So I scratch built one 
from styrene and modeled it from photos I found online and 
added seat harnesses. I painted the interior Tamiya cockpit 
green as well as the inside wheel well doors. I built the rest 
of the kit as instructed straight from the box. Added a little 
putty here and there and then scribed the panel lines. Then 
painted the undersides Light Sea Gray and the top Desert 
Yellow and Buff/Flat Brown 4-1mix. I used silly putty for 
masking the camo. The decals disintegrated in warm wa-
ter, so instead I used Montex paint masks and painted the 
roundels, squadron and serial number markings. I was very 
happy with the results using this technique.

The Spitfire is simply the most beautiful airplane ever 
created in my opinion. I was fortunate to find this hasegawa 
MkVb for under 30 bucks and since I built this kit before, I 
knew it was a breeze. Joe V. would call it a “shake of the box” 
kit. There are not many parts and no fit issues but I wanted 
to give it some detail. I once again scribed the panel lines 
and used a needle in a pin vise drilled out the rivets around 
the wing root, engine cowling, fuel tank and wing gun ac-
cess. I was quite pleased with the results. 

i used the same paint as the Beaufighter to give it 
the common theme and the kit decals went on without 
any issues. To avoid any silvering I mask off the exact size 
of the decal I am about to put down and gloss coat only 
that area and let it dry. Then place the decal, and use a bit 
of decal-sol, let that dry. Then another gloss coat to seal 
and once that has dried flat coat the glossy decal. Done 
deal.  Using a flat paint, to gloss and to flat coat again 
where no decal lies, just does not work for me at all. 

  
and there you have it. A pair of wonderful, well-

deserving models. Congrats once again, Joe.
Well, that’s it for me. It has been an honor to be 

your contest chairman for the past 9 years. I started when 
Charlie Lockard was President, and continued through 
Bob Doebley’s reign. I am happy to have had the opportu-
nity. I sincerely hope that I was fair in my decisions, and I 
hope I made the contests fun for everyone, because hey…
in the end… IT’S JUST A FREAKIN hoBBY!!!!

So i would now like to turn over the contest 
controls to our new Contest Chairman, Mike 
Turco. I’ll let Mike introduce himself, so please see the 
sidebar for words from Mike.

oh…pS, Some of you will have to learn a new email 
address from now on. You know who you are. NoW Go 
BUILD SoMEThING!  n

Winner’s Circle: Beaufighter & Spitfire Continued from page 1

a Few Words from 
Mike Turco, our 2015 
Contest Chairman

Thanks for the intro Tommy. Nine years! 
A great run. I hope I can pick up the ball and 
make the transition as seamless as possible.

My association with the DVSM began exactly four 
years ago. I was truly impressed and inspired by the 
skills of the modelers in the club. So much so that all 
the models I’ve had success with were done in these 
past four years, during which time I’ve learned to love 
and appreciate the hobby. Modeling was a godsend for 
me in 2011 when my family needed to weather some 
tough domestic issues and I sorely needed some men-
tal relief. It continues to be a source of both fun and 
an ongoing series of history lessons. Getting back-
ground information on the model’s subject is almost 
as satisfying as building the model itself. And now my 
daughter is involved, so it’s become a family affair. I 
have the DVSM club members to thank for it.

on the following page you’ll find the list of 
monthly themes for 2015. I look forward to build-
ing for, and monitoring, the contests this coming 
year, and thus taking the load off of Tommy. Maybe 
now he can follow his own advice and Go BUILD 
SoMEThING too! n



Martin XB-51, 1/72, by Howard Rifkin 1968 Lotus STP Indy Car, 1/25, by Bob Cicconi

november Display Highlights Photos by Tommy Kortman

after last month’s meeting and several dis-
cussions with club members, I’ve finalized the 
themes for next year’s monthly contests.

January: “THe 21ST CeNTury” 

Models of anything from the years 2001 to 2015.

February: “DouBle TrouBle” 

Models with two of something, EXCEPT ENGINES. Two-seat cars; 
two-masted ships; biplanes, twin-boom aircraft (e.g., P-61, P-38), 
two-seat aircraft (e.g., F-111, trainers) (not three or more seats); 
motorcycles (no trikes); two-stage rockets; twin-gun anti-aircraft 
armor vehicles; two-headed zombies.  (NoTE, the aircraft can 
have two engines as long as it has, for example, two and only 
two seats, or twin booms, or twin rudders, etc.)

March: “THe THirTieS”

Models of subjects from 1930-39. 

april: “aFTerMarkeT”  

Models with something aftermarket added (except decals), e.g., 
photo-etch; resin parts (like cockpits, or tools, bags, & fuel cans 
on tanks); metal landing gear that replaced the kit plastic; add-
ed ordnance (missiles, bombs, etc.); resin car body or body parts.  

Need to show instructions or box from aftermarket addition(s).

May: “THe THirD reiCH” 

Models of any German plane, ship, figure, rocket, or armor subject 
from 1933-1945.  Any automobiles from 1933 – 1945 are eligible.

June: golD/SilVer/BroNze CoNTeST

No theme contest.

July: “JapaN”

A model of any Japanese subject.

august: “ouT oF proDuCTioN” 

Model must be from a defunct manufacturer, i.e., Aurora, 
Strombecker, Comet, Frog, Collect-Aire, Accurate Miniatures, 
Renwal (original), Hawk, Jo-Han, Lindberg (original 1950’s 
Lindberg kits oNLY), pre-“S” Revell kits (original 1950’s Revell 
kits oNLY), pre-1970 Monogram kits.  REISSUES ALLoWED.  
Must have instructions and/or box.

September: “CoNCepTS & proToTypeS”

Model of something designed but never built, or a prototype 
version.  Examples:  XF-103 Thunderwarrior, a concept car, or 
General Dynamics YF-16.

october: “oN THe WaTerFroNT” 

Model depicts something that floated, e.g., ships/boats; flying 
boats or amphibian aircraft; armor moved over water; Gemini 
space capsule; 1959 Buick pontooned by Cubans trying to escape 

to Florida; figure of a surfer or Esther Williams, etc.

November: “No Big Six”  

Model CAN’T be of a US, British, German, Japanese, French or 
Russian subject.

December: FaVoriTe FiVe CoNTeST

No theme contest.

Questions about DVSM’s Contests should be 
directed to Mike Turco at MaTurco@aol.com

Monthly Theme Contests 2015



november Display Highlights Photos by Tommy Kortman

Hawker Hurricane Mk-I, 1/72, by Paul Tomczak Supermarine Spitfire IIa, 1/72, by Paul Tomczak

B-24 Liberator & P-47D Thunderbolt, 1/72, by Mike Turco F-86H Sabre & FJ-4 Fury, 1/72, by Howard Rifkin

H.M. Bomb Vessel “Granado,” circa 1742, 1/64, in-prog., by Joe Volz



november Display Highlights Photos by Tommy Kortman

Sherman, 1/48, by Tom Gill M4A3E2 “Jumbo” Sherman, 1/35, by Lou Ursino

Panther G (late mod.), 1/35, by Lou Ursino 1967 Ford Thunderbird Town Landau & Galaxie 500XL, 1/25, 
by Greg Hogg

1937, & Two 1940 Ford Coupe Stock Cars, 1/24 & 1/25, by 
Ed Isnardi

Dornier Do-335A-6, 1/72, by Paul Tomczak



e
very two years the Baltimore 
and Washington, D.C. IPMS 
clubs combine efforts to 
put on a great show called 

MarauderCon. Named after the born-
in-Baltimore Martin B-26 Marauder, 
the 2014 edition was another successful 
example. held at a very nice venue, the hilton 
Garden Inn, this year’s show drew about 500 models 
from 300 entrants. The vendors sold well from their rela-
tively small space, the raffle prizes were abundant, and the 
DVSM proved yet again that they have a few good modelers, 
with five individuals bringing home at least one award. 

paul Tomczak was the big winner. our pres-
ident-elect took home 11 awards in the Aircraft and 
Military Vehicles categories. Yours truly won eight, Bob 
Cicconi seven, Joe Vattilana one, and Lauren Turco 

who, much to her later dismay for being in 
absentia, won Best Junior. having not 

placed at the Nationals with her Star 
Wars’ Millenium Falcon, she agreed to 
put in in the running at MarauderCon 
and won Best in the 13- to 17-year-old 

category.
What was unusual about this con-

test was the notable absence of cars and triathlon 
entries. Most all the categories were well represented, es-
pecially armor and aircraft, but there were only two stock 
cars in the 1/24 – 1/25 category, one which is normally 
loaded! I kept thinking of all the DVSM “car guys” and the 
awards they could have competed for. And my Triathlon 
entry was all alone, yet another surprise. 

Below is the DVSM tally sheet and a few photos 
are on the following page. n

airCraFT
02 Single Engine Prop & Glider, 1/72 BF-109G10 3rd Place & ooB P. Tomczak
03 Single Engine Prop & Glider, 1/48 I-16 Type 18 in Winter Camo Best ooB P. Tomczak
05 Multi Engine Prop, 1/72 B-26G Marauder 1st Place M .Turco
05                 “ Arado Ar-240c02 3rd Place & ooB P. Tomczak
08 Single Engine Jet, 1/48 Lockheed F-104S 2nd Place& ooB M. Turco
08                 “ Douglas A-4P 3rd Place & ooB P. Tomczak

MiliTary VeHiCleS
18 AFV, All Eras, 1/72 – 1/76 Japanese Type 95 Light Tank 2nd Place & ooB B. Cicconi
18                 “ Cromwell MkIV 3rd Place P. Tomczak
20 AFV, WWII & Earlier, open, 1/35 SdKFz250/9 3rd Place P. Tomczak
21 AFV, WWII & Earlier, Closed 1/35 TKS Tankette Best ooB P. Tomczak
23 Wheeled, Soft Skin, 1/72 – 1/76 Desert Scout Truck 2nd Place & ooB B. Cicconi
23                 “ US Army Truck 3rd Place P. Tomczak

SHipS
29 Powered, 1/351 & Smaller USS Texas, 1/700 2nd Place B. Cicconi
31 Submarines, All Scales Type VIIB U-Boat, 1/700 3rd Place B. Cicconi

auToMoTiVe
36 Cars, Racing, 1/24 & 1/25 ’55 Kurtis Kraft Indy Winner 2nd Place B. Cicconi
39 Cars & Trucks, 1/23 and Larger ’68 Matra MS-11 Formula 1 Car 2nd Place and ooB M. Turco
40 Motorcycles, All Scales 1980 Ducati 900SS 2nd Place  M. Turco

SpaCe, SCi-Fi
43  Factual, All Scales Convair orbital Satellite Vehicle 1st Place M. Turco

FigureS
46 Foot, 90mm & Above Black Watch Piper 3rd Place J. Vattilana

MiSCellaNeouS
54 Triathlon F-89D/M4A3 Sherman/’40 Ford 1st Place (uncon.) M. Turco

JuNior, age 13-17
62 Miscellaneous Star Wars’ Millenium Falcon, 1/72 1st Place & Best Junior L. Turco

DVSM at MarauderCon 2014   by Mike Turco



MarauderCon was held at the 
Hilton Garden Inn, Whitemarsh MD 
on November 15, 2014

 Lauren Turco’s “Millenium 
Falcon” won a First Place & Best 
Junior Award

Mike Turco’s 1/72 B-26G Marauder 
was the first place winner in the 
Multi Engine Prop, 1/72, category.

1/700 USS Texas by Bob Cicconi 
was a second place finisher.

o
ver a half century ago, just before midnight February 4, 
1958, perfectly clear skies covered the southeastern United 
States, excellent visibility for two American B-47 Stratojet 
bombers, each loaded with a mark 15 hydrogen thermonucle-
ar bomb. These bombs were 100 times more powerful than 

the hiroshima bomb.
as part of a 10 hour cold-war exercise, these bombers flew with the 

nearly four ton bomb, not only to gauge fuel consumption but also to prepare 
for thermonuclear war. After the bombers faked a drop in Radford Virginia, 
with internal safety devices deployed, they then set course for homestead Air 
Force base in Florida, but over South Carolina something went terribly wrong. 
As the bombers approached the Georgia border, three American F-86 Sabre jet 
fighters joined the wargame, flying in from Charleston. Their job in the game 
was to intercept and perform attack maneuvers on the bombers.

During the pursuit, the radar in one of the fighter planes malfunctioned, 
seeing only the first bomber. As the pilot dove, he could not see the trailing 
bomber that is carrying an h bomb, two crewmen and pilot Colonel howard 
Richardson. The F-86 then collided directly into that second B-47. The badly 
damaged fighter’s pilot saved himself and quickly “punched out” to safety, 
which is to say he ejected out of the jet before it crashed. As the bomber 
co-pilot calls for “MAYDAY”, Richardson immediately instructed his crew to 
refrain from ejecting.

“i’m going to take it down to twenty thousand feet and see if I can land 
this aircraft.” instructed Richardson.

The Day  
 SaC Lost 
 an H-Bomb   

    by Joe Leonetti

Mk-15 hydrogen bomb 
of the type lost on 
February 4, 1958



The bomber’s right wing, num-
ber six engine, fuselage and tail fin 
are badly damaged, and the bomber 
began to plunge, losing nearly four 
miles of altitude in minutes. Colonel 
Richardson struggled to maintain 
speed and altitude. he decided that he 
would not make it back to homestead 
Air Force base in Florida. he decided 
he needed to land his bomber at the 
closest Air Force base, which was 
hunter Air Force base in Georgia. 
Richardson learned that hunter’s run-
way is under construction and incom-
plete. hunter’s air traffic control also 
informed Richardson that if he landed 
his bomber short and overshoots the 
runway, upon impact, the bomb will 
travel through the cockpit, eject itself 
and detonate. The B-47, the bomb and 
its crew continued to lose altitude over 
the middle of the quiet Georgian coast 
whose residents peacefully slept, un-
aware of the potential disaster that was 
occurring just above them. 

Fortunately, as an airplane loses 
altitude and approaches the surface of 
the earth the air becomes denser and 
airplane control surfaces become more 
responsive, so at twenty thousand feet 
Richardson regained control of the air-
craft. At this point flying with a badly 
damaged wing and engine, Richardson 
decides to eject the bomb.

richardson states “In an emer-
gency like this, the first priority is 
the safety of the crew. So I decided 
then we better release this weapon, 
because that made us seventy-six 
hundred pounds lighter”.  

The weapon dropped a mile and 
a half over the coast of Tybee Island, 
Georgia. As you may have guessed, the 
bomb didn’t explode. The bombs safety 
devices held and the seawater and soft 

sand cushioned the 
ground contact. 

richardson told 
hunter’s ground 
control that he would 
come in fast to keep 
the large airplane from 
stalling and would 
land on their partial 
runway.  Richardson 
miraculously landed 
safely and upon in-
spection the airplane 
was evaluated as 
un-flyable. For his skill 
and bravery in saving 
the crew, Colonel 
Richardson was 
awarded the Air Force 
Distinguished Flying Cross. however, 
according to the Air Force, despite 
numerous searches, the bomb has yet to 
be recovered.

There are conflicting reports 
from our government as to whether or 
not the lost bomb was a fully functional 
armed device. Within this weapon 
there are two major parts that must 
engage with each other for the bomb to 
successfully detonate. The first part is 
a tubular device made of uranium 235 
and then a second softball sized part 
made of plutonium called “the pit”. The 
pit can be removed to disarm the bomb. 
The bomb is detonated when neutrons 
from the uranium 235 are inserted into 
the pit, then the nuclear fission occurs 
thus causing the explosion.  Without 
the pit the bomb cannot explode.

The question is “Was this lost 
bomb armed with the pit at the time 
of the Tybee Island incident?” 

The air Force says that it was 
not armed. At the time of his ill-fated 
flight, Colonel Richardson confirms 
the Air Force’s position that he 
signed off on a receipt that the bomb 
was not armed with the pit, although 
he did not actually see the bomb 
being loaded onto his aircraft. The 
Air Force has actually produced this 
record. But circumstances at that 
time contradict this proof.

in 1957, when the USSR launched 

Sputnik, the US feared that the Soviets 
could deliver nuclear weapons by missile 
strikes.  The Strategic Air Command‘s 
response was a program called air 
“Alert.” Alert required 15% of SAC bomb-
ers to be armed and airborne at all times 
to ensure nuclear retaliation against the 
Soviet Union if need be. Richardson and 
his crew were a part of this program 
and this implies that the nuclear bomb 
onboard may very well have been armed 
at the time of this incident.

Former uSaF Sgt. howard Dixon, 
who specialized in loading of nuclear 
weapons for 31 years, states the he 
never once loaded a nuclear weapon 
on board an airplane that wasn’t fully 
loaded. Also then Assistant Secretary 
of Defense W.J. howard testified in a 
congressional hearing that the Tybee 
Island bomb was a complete weapon 
with a nuclear capsule.

With each day that passes and 
that tiny fishing town off the coast of 
southern Georgia remains safe from 
total annihilation one can tend to be-
lieve that the Air Force is correct that 
the bomb is harmless and safely en-
capsulated with no risk of detonation 
or contamination of the ecosystem.  
Despite numerous attempts to find 
the bomb by the Air Force and private 
companies the bomb remains buried 
deep in its watery grave, unless, of 
course, someone else has it. n

The damaged right outboard engine 
nacelle of Richardson’s B-47.

The crew of the B-47 were (from left) Howard Richardson, Bob 
Lagerstrom and Leland Woolard. Richardson’s cool thinking 
helped prevent a possible catastrophic crash of the plane.



Support the
local Hobby Shops
THaT SupporT our CluB

MaiN liNe HoBBieS
Plymouth Meeting Mall, Plymouth Meeting, PA
• Tel 610-834-1600
• 20% discount to DVSM members
• www.mainlinehobbies.com
• email: les@mainline hobbies.com
• Mon., Wed.-Sat.: 10 am - 9 pm  Sun.: 11am - 6pm
   Closed Tuesday
• Sat.: 10 am - 5 pm • Sun.: 12 pm - 4 pm

BNB HoBBy & TraiN DepoT
10 West Camden Ave., Moorestown, NJ 08057
• Ph: 856-235-9055 •Fax: 856-235-9255
Offers 15% discount to DVSM members
email: bnbhobby@msn.com
• Tue. -Wed.: 6-9 pm • Thu.-Fri.: 12-9 pm
•Sat.: 11 am-7 pm •Sun. 11 am-3 pm
•Trains, Models, Crafts, R ockets R.C., Puzzles, Paints

NeW CoNCepT iii
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
676 Stokes Road, Medford, NJ 08055
•609-953-0404
•Open 7 days a Week, •M-F 11-8, Sat 10-6, Sun noon-4
•Have thousands of kits dating back to the 1970’s

D & k HoBBieS
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
116 Barclay Shopping Center, (Route 70 West), Cherry 
Hill, NJ 08034.  
• (856) 795-9005 • www.dkhobbys.com
• RC, Model Kits, Trains, Crafts, Collectibles and more
• Mon.-Fri 11 am - 8:pm • Sat., 10 am - 5 pm • Sun, Noon - 
4 pm. • Closed Wednesday

HoBByMaSTerS, iNC.
“New Jersey’s Most Complete Hobby Center”
62 White Street, Red Bank, New Jersey 07701
• Phone: 1-732-842-6020  • Fax: 1-732-747-3752
• Mon. - Thurs: 10:00 am to 6:00 pm • Friday, 10:00 am to 
8:00 pm • Saturday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm • Sunday, 12:00 
Noon to 5:00 pm
• Offers 10% discount to club members. (Show your club card)
Web: www.hobbymasters.com

z & z HoBBieS, iNC.
101 Sloan Avenue, Mercerville, New Jersey 08619
• Phone: (609) 586-2282 • Web: www. hobbiesnow.com
• Mon., Tues., Thurs.; 10 am to 6 pm
• Wed. & Fri.; 10:00 am to 7:00 pm•  Sat.; 10 am to 5 pm
• Sun.; Noon to 4 pm.
10% discount to club members. (show your club card).

Join IPMS/USA 
Why? The International Plastic Modelers’ Society/USA, of 
which Delaware Valley Scale Modelers is a chapter, finances 
the insurance required for our monthly meetings and for model 
contests around the country, and offers a make and take pro-
gram for young modelers. Encourage the enjoyment of model-
ing in all its forms: aircraft, armor, cars, ships, fantasy, figures, 
military or civilian, beginner or advanced, join IPMS/USA! “By 
Modelers, For Modelers”

What do i give? Adult, 1 year: $25. Adult, 2 years: $49. 
Adult, 3 years: $73. Junior (under 18 years), $12. Family, 1 
year: $30 (adult + $5).

What do i get? A membership card with your IPMS number 
that entitles you to enter the IPMS/USA National Contest, plus 
the magazine, IPMS/USA Journal, six issues per year, featuring 
great models and building techniques, kit and book reviews, and 
activities, plus access to members-only content on ipmusa.org.

How? Clip and mail the coupon in the DVSM Newsletter or the 
IPMS/USA brochure, see our IPMS contact, Joe Vattilana, at the 
next DVSM meeting, or join online at ipmsusa.org. n


